March 6, 2013

Honorable Lance Affrick
(Clerk)

Attn. Jones v. Gusman
500 Poydras

New Orleans, LA 70130

Your Honor,

I am a resident of New Orleans, and am concerned about the horrible
conditions in Orleans Parish Prison, including the people who have died
there - the most recently just in the last couple weeks. The Sheriff and the
Mayor continue to shift culpability back and forth; neither takes
responsibility for the changes needed to ensure that the people of our city
who are housed in the jail are not facing life-threatening conditions. These
people are our sisters, brothers, mothers, uncles, next-door neighbors,
friends and co-workers.

Judge, I respectfully ask you to please make the sheriff, the mayor, and
the city government officers all follow the law and enter into the Consent
Decree.

I myself have been briefly incarcerated in Orleans Parish Prison. Many of
my closest friends have as well, often for offenses that were later
dismissed in court without conviction. We can all testify to the shocking
conditions of the facility, to the often demoralizing relationship between
guard and inmate, and to the Kafkaesque system of bureaucracy standing
between an inmate and his freedom. Without speaking to the NOPD's
more than questionable practices of apprehension and detainment, which
have inflicted a reign of discriminatory terror upon this city for some time
now, the people of New Orleans demand the institution of a Consent
Decree which would effectively:

a. Develop a housing and classification system that would ensure
individuals are appropriately and safely housed while in OPP custody;

b. Provide individuals in OPP custody with reasonably safe living
conditions and provide protections from violence and sexual and physical
abuse;



c. Provide training for deputies on excessive use of force, and require
deputies to report uses of force against individuals in OPP;

d. Provide sufficient staffing to ensure individuals in OPP are protected
from harm;

e. Provide sufficient staffing to ensure individuals in OPP are provided
adequate access to medical and mental health services;

f. Ensure that deputies who are assigned to special housing tiers such as
youth tiers, protective custody tiers, mental health tiers, and disciplinary
tiers receive specialized training on working with individuals housed on
those tiers;

g. Ensure that the prison has a functioning grievance system that allows
individuals in OPP to file grievances confidentially;

h. Develop tools to allow OPP staff to assess and respond to mental health
needs of individuals being booked into OPP;

i. Ensure that individuals with mental health needs are evaluated by a
Qualified Mental Health Professional;

j- Ensure that individuals with mental health needs are provided adequate
treatment and medication, as well as counseling;

k. Develop and implement a comprehensive suicide prevention policy;

I. Prevent unnecessary use of chemical or physical restraint on prisoners
with mental iliness;

m. Ensure that all staff are trained in responding to people who are
detoxing from drugs or alcohol;

n. Ensure proper medical treatment, including medication administration;

0. Respond to building maintenance needs, including making sure
showers, toilets and sinks are functioning, and maintaining adequate
ventilation, lighting and pest control; and

p. Develop and implement a comprehensive language assistance program
to provide services to people with limited English proficiency.



In closing, Judge, all we ask are the basic provisions of health and safety
| for those incarcerated within the OPP facility. With respect, we ask you to
| reflect on your own impressions of such a flawed facility as if you yourself
| _ have been imprisoned there. We ask you to consider the abject pain and
| frustration you might experience if you knew a loved one was housed so
carelessly. Without a doubt, we live in one of the world’s cultural capitals,
and most of us are proud beyond measure to call New Orleans our home.
Please use the extent of your administrative power to ensure that
“culturally-rich” does not translate to “judicially-bereft” in the eyes of our
citizens or the international community at large. Thank you for your time.

Humbly,

u/—\

Timothy G. Rothberger
1223 N. Dorgenois
New Orleans, LA 70119
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Honotable Lance Affrick
Attn. Jones v. Gusman
500 Poydras

New Otleans, LA 70130

March 6, 2013

Honorable Lance Affrick,

I respectfully request, as a resident and voter in New Otleans, that the Consent Dectee
regarding Orleans Parish Ptison be entered into following your hearing on April 1, 2013. As you are
aware, conditions in the jail are appalling, including but not limited to insufficient mental/physical
health care and undertrained staff. Every citizen, even those convicted of a crime, deserve the basic
right to live in safe surroundings. Howevet, it is especially troubling that those not yet found to be
innocent or guilty and are facing pending charges ate detained in such a dangetous place. Again,

please support the Consent Dectee and thank you again for your consideration of this matter.

Sincerely,

o

Katie Hunter-Lowrey
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March 5, 2013
Honorable Lance Affrick
(Clerk)

Attn. Jones v. Gusman
500 Poydras

New Orleans, LA 70130

Dear Judge Affrick,

I am a resident of New Orleans, and am concerned about the horrible conditions in Orleans
Parish Prison, particularly those that have died under avoidable circumstances. -Sherriff Gusman
and Mayor Landrieu continue to elide responsibility for the changes needed at OPP so that those
held there are not facing cruel and unusual conditions of confinement.

In my work as the Director of Religious Education at the First Unitarian Universalist Church of
New Orleans, I heard many first hand accounts of conditions at OPP. From the lack of clean
drinking water, to guards drinking beer, to diabetic healthcare needs being ignored, I was
appalled at the conditions of OPP from the holding cells to the longer-term prisoners.

It is for these reasons that [ respectfully ask you to please make the sheriff, the mayor, and the
city government follow the law and enter into the Consent Decree. As a city we have a
responsibility to the health, well-being, and safety of @/l our residents. You have an opportunity
to move our city in a direction towards a better New Orleans.

Best,

Tt At

Lydia Pelot-Hobbs
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March 5, 2013

Dear Judge Affrick,

I am a resident of New Orleans, and am concerned about the horrible canditions in Orleans Parish
Prison, including the people who have died there, the most recently just in the last couple weeks. The
Sheriff and the Mayor continue to blame each other while neither take respansibility for the changes
needed to ensure that the people of cur city who are being housed in the jail aren't facing harribly
threatening conditions. These people are our sisters, brathers, mothers, uncles, next-door neighbors,
friends and co-woarkers.

Judge, | respectfully ask you to please make the sheriff, the mayor, and the city government follow the
law and enter into the Consent Decree.

I've worked as an Investigator for indigent clients for the last 6 years. In those 6 years, I've had one
client, Jesse Achilles, die of an asthma attack. I've had clients who have told a guard that they were
thinking of committing suicide because they were that desperate to get medical attention. Our mentally
ill clients need their own floor and special attention.

Please, if we enter the Consent Decree, all of society will benefit.

Sincerely,

Katie Carter
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Sara V. Pic
124 S, Genois St.
New Orleans, LA 70119

Honorable Lance Affrick
Attn: Clerk

Re: Jones v. Gusman
500 Poydras

New Orleans, LA 70130

March 7, 2013

Dear Judge Affrick:

I am a native New Orleanian and current resident of Midcity. I have aiso been a public interest attorney
representing low-income people for almost a decade. I am gravely concerned about the atrocious life-
threatening conditions in Orleans Parish Prison (OPP), as evidenced by a prisoner who died there in just
the last two weeks.

Sheriff Gusman and Mayor Landrieu continue te blame each other while neither take responsibility for the
changes needed to ensure that the people of our city who are being housed in the jail aren't facing
unconstitutional life-threatening conditions. These people are our sisters, brothers, mothers, uncles, next-
door neighbors, friends and co-workers.

Judge, I respectfully ask you to please order the Sheriff, Mayor, and the city government to foliow the
law and enter into the Consent Decree.
With warm regards, I am

Very Truly Yours,

ara V. Pic, Esq.






March 5, 2013
Honorable Lance Affrick

Attn. Jones v. Gusman
500 Poydras
New Orleans, LA 70130

I am a resident of New Orleans, and am concerned about the horrible conditions
in Orleans Parish Prison, including the people who have died there, the most
recently just in the last couple weeks. The Sheriff and the Mayor continue to blame
each other while neither take responsibility for the changes needed to ensure that
the people of our city who are being housed in the jail aren't facing horribly
threatening conditions. These people are our sisters, brothers, mothers, uncles,
next-door neighbors, friends and co-workers.

Judge, | respectfully ask you to please make the sheriff, the mayor, and the city
government follow the law and enter into the Consent Decree.

/

Russell Armstrong
4045 Fairmont Drive
New Orleans, LA 70122
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LOYOLA JOURNAL OF PUBLIC INTEREST LAW

Honorable Lance Africk

U.S. Eastern District Court of Louisiana
500 Poydras Street,

New Orleans, LA 70130

Re: Jones v. Gusman
USDC 12-859, Sec. 1

As board members of the Journal of Public Interest Law at Loyola University, we are students of
both the U.S. Constitution as well as the history of our great city. We proudly uphold our
University’s mission of serving the public interest, and in light of that mission and mandate, we
wish to express our unwavering support for the Consent Decree. We are disturbed by the fact
that the Orleans Parish jail has been operating unconstitutionally for years, and that the Orleans
Parish Sheriff’s Office and the City of New Orleans have not taken the necessary steps to make
our city jail safe for the more than 2,000 people who reside in that facility, every day.

News stories in local and national media as well as reports by the Department of Justice have
illustrated for years that the unconstitutional practices at the Orleans Parish jail result in terrible
injury and even death to people being held there. Our efforts to reconcile these appalling
practices and abuses with our academic study of the basic rights and safeties to which the
Constitution entitles all people held in jails have proved not only impossible, but deeply
embarrassing. As residents of New Orleans and as future lawyers and potentially even future
judges and lawmakers, we are disappointed that the leadership of our city has failed to address
the dire conditions that have permitted forty people to die in the jail in the past seven years, two
of them in the past month alone.

As the Department of Justice has documented, people held at the jail face serious risk of
violence, including sexual violence, and grave medical needs frequently go unaddressed. The
Department of Justice has also noted the failures of the jail to provide meaningful suicide
prevention and other basic mental health services. But the City and the Sheriff’s Office have
implemented no meaningful reforms at the jail, despite the years of notice the Justice Department
has given them.

We are proud to live in New Orleans, and will be proud to practice law here. But as we have
learned from our studies, as well as from the articles we edit and publish and the speakers we
have presented at our symposia, anyone can find themselves under arrest and in jail, whether or
not they have committed a crime. The possibility that we could find ourselves, our friends,
family, or our future clients in such a dangerous facility is deeply upsetting. We are convinced
that nothing short of this Consent Decree will bring the operation of the Orleans Parish jail in
line with the Constitution.

Respecttully,

Kevin D. Micale
Editor-in-Chief, Journal of Public Interest Law
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March 8, 2013

Honorable Lance Africk

U.S. District Court, Eastern District of Louisiana
500 Poydras Street,

New Orleans, LA 70130

Re: Jones v. Gusman
USDC 12-859, Sec. |

We are friends of Cayne Miceli, who died in the Orleans Parish jail on January 6,
2009. Cayne Miceli was vibrant, colorful, outgoing, and outspoken. She was full of life.
She possessed a sharp wit that she wielded with taste, and with great humor. She had a
magical quality that connected her deeply to New Orleans. She was a survivor like the
rest of us. We loved her and we continue to mourn her untimely and inexcusable death.

When Cayne arrived at the Orleans Parish jail directly from Tulane’s Emergency
Room, a doctor ordered an asthma treatment for her at Intake. Throughout her brief stay
at the jail, Cayne desperately sought medical treatment for her serious difficulty breathing
as well as her intense distress. But through a series of incompetence, negligence,
ignorance, and insensitivity, Cayne never received the treatment she deserved.

Cayne was killed by a chain of events that involved the failures of both our health
care system and our justice system. She needed medical care, not jail. Cayne turned to
our broken system for help, and the system killed her. As her friends, we are stunned that
our friend was killed by a series of actions and failures that, to us, amount to torture.
Knowing that our friend was killed while strapped to a gurney in five point restraints, as
Sheriff’s Office employees pinned her down while she was drowning in her own lungs
and begging for help as she struggled to breathe, will haunt us forever.

From Cayne’s terrible experience at the jail, we have learned that the jail is our
default system for our city’s mentally troubled residents. And that system is failing,
terribly. Since Cayne died in 2009, more than twenty people have lost their lives in the
jail. The violations of human rights of those held at the jail are widely known. The
consequent deaths and permanent disabilities caused by this public institution make all
taxpayers participants in these cases of injustice. With each death and each abuse, we too
bear blame for our failure to insist that the Sheriff’s Office and its employees do their
jobs right. Cayne has showed us that until the jail operates constitutionally, nobody is
safe. Within hours of going to jail for minor municipal charges, a vital, dynamic person
like Cayne can basically be “sentenced” to death in the jail, even though they have never
seen a judge, a jury, or an indictment. There is no mercy and no justice.

It’s too late now to repair what happened to Cayne. Justice did not exist while she
was trapped in the jail. We must live with the fact that our dear, magical, sweet, spiritual,
compassionate friend was basically tortured to death in our jail, by people on the public
payroll. New Orleans is a city filled with Cayne Micelis: unnoticed, challenged, and
traumatized souls who keep things together most of the time and are able both to find joy
in life and to make the lives of the rest of us more joyful and stimulating. But when those
souls’ lungs, hearts and minds can take no more, New Orleans provides no shelter, no
bosom into which to retreat and to heal. Instead, far too many people who are struggling,



just like Cayne was, find their way into an unsafe and unconstitutional jail. It is our hope
that Cayne’s story, and the story of so many others who have died in the jail, will move
this court to approve this Consent Decree, so that the terrible fate that befell our beloved
friend never happens again in our city, to anyone,

Respectfully,

TN . D [

Erié Pollard,

Signing on behalf of all listed individuals

M. Bellavia

Peter Crates

Floyd Falcon

Kate Gegenheimer
Karen Grego

Stacey Parks

Steve Picou

Reverend Anne Skinner
Paul Ukenstein

Laura Valliant

David Winkler-Schmit

J.L. Chiarito

Paul Davey

John “Jack” Flynn
Douglas Grego

Llisa Jones

Margie Perez

Misty Reilly

Kacie Stillings

Rebecca Utech

Emma Louise Whitfield

Ben Wisdom
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Honorable Lance Africk

U.S. Eastern District Court of Louisiana
500 Poydras Street,

New Orleans, LA 70130

Re: Jones v. Gusman
USDC 12-859, Sec. 1

We are the leaders of student organizations at Lovola University New Orleans College of
Law. In addition to our legal studies, we work to strengthen our members’ relationships
with New Orleans, a wonderful place to live, work, and study and practice law. Because
of our commitment to this city as well as our belief in the importance of hanoring the
rights granted to all of its residents and visitors by the U.S. Constitution, we wish to voice
our strong support for the Consent Decree.

We are deeply concerned about the conditions and practices at the Orleans Parish jail.
The Department of Justice as well as many, many news reports have documented the
violent, dangerous, unhealthy, and otherwise horritic conditions that more than 2,000
people live in every day. As students of the law, we are deeply disturbed that people at
the jail cannot get the basic health and mental health services to which the Constitution
entitles them, and that conditions at the jail have claimed the lives of forty people since
2006. Some of our members are also first-generation Americans, and we are concerned
about the dire lack of interpretation and translation services available to people at the jail
who do not speak English, which further endangers an already vulnerable segment of our
community.

Some of our members are student practitioners in the Stuart H. Smith Law Clinic, and
currently represent people held at the jail. We feel a responsibility to ensure that those
clients as well as our future clients, if they are ever arrested in Orleans Parish, will be
held in a constitutionally compliant facility.

We are proud to live in such a dynamic and historic city, and those of us who stay here
after graduation will be proud to practice law here. But the unconstitutional conditions at
the jail are a blemish on the great name and reputation of our city. And it worries us that
our clients, our friends, our family members, and we ourselves, with some bad luck,
could find ourselves held in such a dangerous facility. We are glad that the Department of
Justice is committed to reforming the jail into a facility that will be safe for all people
held there, and it is our hope that this court will approve the proposed Consent Decree for
the safety of all residents and visitors to our great city.



Respectfully,
Emily F.éye Ratner
Coordinator

National Lawyer’s Guild — Loyola
Signing on behalf of all listed individuals and organizations

Tu Thomas Hoang
President
Asian Pacific American Law Student Association

Joshua Pichon
Co-President
Criminal Law Society

Marissa Trevino
President
International Law Society

Amelia Hoppe
Secretary
Lambda Law Alliance

Daniel B. Stanton
Editor-in-Chief
Loyola Maritime Law Journal

Lynsey Johnson
President
Public Interest Law Group

Taylor Burnham
President
Sports and Entertainment Law Society

Anna Lellelid
Coordinator
Stand Up for Each Other! (SUFEQ!)

Cecilia Almeida
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LOYOLA

UNIVERSITY

NEWORLEANS COLLEGE OF LAW - Stuart H. Smith Law Clinic and Center for Social Justice

7214 St. Charles Avenue * Campus Box 902 « New Orleans, LA 70718 « 504.861.5590 « fax; 504.861.5440
Physical Address: 540 Broadway Street * New Orleans, LA70118

March 8. 2013

Honorable Lance Africk
1U.S. Eastern District Court of Louisiana
500 Poydras Street, New Orleans, LA 70130

Re: Jones v. Gusman, USDC 12-859, Scc. [
Judge Alrick:

We write as members of the Lovola University New Orleans College of Law Stuart A, Smith
Law Clinic and Center for Social Justice. Together we have many decades of experience with
the Orleans Parish Prison (OPP) under the current and prior administrations. Together we have
represented thousands of people who have been held in the various jails which make up OPP.

We write in support of the proposed Conscnt Decree for the Orleans Parish Prison.

The proposed Consent Decree (Document 101-3) represents substantial forward progress in
securing basic constitutional rights for the thousands who are kept in the jail at any one time and
the tens of thousands of other people who go through the jail each year. Issues of personal
safety, health care, sexual abuse, language access, and mental health for men and women of all
ages are critical for the protection of the individuals incarcerated at OPP and for their families
and for our entire community.

Bringing OPP up to constitutional standards and maintaining it at those levels is in the interest of
all of us and we urge you to approve the proposed Consent Decree.

Assistant Professor Stephen nger
Assistant Professor Judson Mitchell
Assistant Professor Hiroko Kusuda
Assistant Professor Davida Finger

www.loyno.edu/lawclinic

Celebrating our Past, Embracing the Future
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LowisianAa PUBLIC DEFENDER BOARD

EQUAL JUSTICE FOR ALL

Bobby Jinda! Frank X. Neunern Jr. Jean M. Faria
Governor Chairman State Public Defender
March 7, 2013

Honorable Lance M. Africk

Attn:  Clerk, Jones v. Gusman

U.S. Eastern District Court, Section I
500 Poydras Street, Room C403
New Orleans, LA 70130

Dear Judge Africk:

As you preside over the consent decree agreement between the Orleans Parish Prison and the
United States Department of Justice, the Board and staff of LPDB write to encourage you to
consider the needs of public defenders, their access to appointed clients and the conditions under
which their clients are detained while they await their day in court.

Orleans Parish Prison houses pre-trial indigent detainees who are represented by the Orleans
Public Defenders, as well as the 34" Judicial District Public Defenders’ Office (St. Bernard
Parish) and the 25" Judicial District Public Defenders’ Office (Plaquemines Parish). For the
staff in each of these offices to deliver quality public defense services, they must be provided
access to their clients as well as appropriate and confidential meeting space in which to conduct
their investigation and develop attorney-client relationships. Unmet or aggravated medical needs,
mental health issues, language barriers, and/or gender insensitivities create additional challenges
for lawyers obligated to provide effective assistance of counsel.

Particularly for defendants prosecuted in Orleans Parish — many of whom are charged with low-
level offenses - excessive workloads create systemic backlogs that cause defendants to languish
in jail for far longer than would seem reasonable. Prisoners in Orleans Parish Prison must be
housed in safe conditions, particularly when so many face nominal charges for miner crimes, and
re-enter the community relatively quickly. Through viclence or neglect, inhumane prison
conditions threaten the ability of all stakeholders — including judges and prosecutors — to serve
the cause of justice.

LPDB and its district public defender offices strive to provide high quality legal advocacy to
eligible clients as guaranteed by the state and U.S. Constitutions. All of the clients that we serve
are poor; as a result, many are in delicate health, suffer from mental illness (and/or have related
substance abuse issues), display limited intellectual capacity, and have inconsistent support
systems to address the conditions of their detention — they are precisely the people harmed most
by unacceptable prison conditions. Additionally, public defender clients who have English-
language deficiencies, identify as LGBTQ, young people, and those who have complications
related to their legal residency status almost always suffer more intensely under prison
conditions than the general population and need special accommodation.

500 Laurel Street, Suite 300 Baton Rouge, LA 70801 225-219-9305 225-219-9326 fax  www.lpdb.la.gov




Page 2
Africk, Hon. Lance. M.
March 7, 2013

We are committed to fulfilling our role as part of the effective and efficient administration of
justice by providing the meaningful right to counsel, and urge that any consent decree between
Orleans Parish Prison and the Department of Justice consider prison conditions in light of
meaningful public defense service delivery. It is imperative to the public safety and general
welfare of every member in the community that detainees in Orleans Parish Prison are treated
with humanity and under conditions that make it possible for our justice system to serve the
poor, protect the innocent, keep us safe and spend money wisely.

Sincerely,

e .
g

o

Frank X. Neuner, Jr, Julie H. Kilborn
Chairman Interim State Public Defender

FXNjr/JHK/HHH/ag
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March 7, 2013

Honorable Lance Affrick
Clerk

Attention Jones V. Gusman
500 Poydras

New Orleans, LA 70130

My name is Donald Chopin and | am a volunteer chaplain at Orleans Parish Prison. The inmates in OPP
welcome the opportunity to express their grievances and concern to you directly in the enclosed letters.

Sincerely,

Danald Chopin
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